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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

On Wednesday, July 3, 2019, at approximately 11:04 a.m., Alcohol Law Enforcement Special Agent Matt Stemple
and I arrived at AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY, located at 4321 Park Road, Charlotte, to conduct an ABC related
investigation and written inspection. AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY holds on premise permits for malt beverages,
unfortified, and fortified wines. S/A Stemple advised me of a cooperative advertising violation he had observed on
Facebook between AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY and Birdsong Brewing Company. On June 27, 2019,
AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY posted an image and text depicting a new malt beverage, “Passion Play,” brewed
by Birdsong Brewing Company in collaboration with their food products (See post below).

F° Amsiie's French Bakery & Café e
‘K, June 27 at 10:08 AM - @

it's finally herel Later today. our friends at release
Passion Play - a strawbery passion fruit tart ale brewed to pair with our
new strawberry passion fruil sorbet macaron sandwich.

We will be at Birdsong starting at 5:00 pm tbday for the release to pass out
our sorbet macaron sandwich that pairs perfectly with their refreshing
strawberry passion frult brew (while supplies last).

s credit: fnickylasty

S/A Stemple and I entered AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY and identified ourselves to the manger on duty, John
Travieso. We informed him we were there to conduct an inspection and proceeded to the manager’s office to
review the alcohol invoices. As I began looking through paperwork, I observed that AMELIES FRENCH
BAKERY was filing their alcohol invoices with other non-alcohol related items on a weekly basis. I informed
Travieso that all ABC invoices had to be filed separately and apart for a period of three years. Travieso
acknowledged and stated he would fix it.

We continued with the inspection and I began to inspect the kitchen area of the restaurant. I observed a metal rack
in the corner of the kitchen with several items on it. At the bottom of the rack, on the bottom shelf; I observed

open bottles of spirituous liquor. One was a 1.75 liter bottle of Jim Beam Bourbon Whiskey containing tra 7 / '
amount of liquor, while the other was a 750 milliliter bottle of Smimoff Vodka, approx1m}1:eh afull. T ask /
Travieso about the spirituous liquor and he stated AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY uses-the liquor t¢ coskinié/a
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few of their dishes at the restaurant. I informed Travieso that in order to possess spirituous liquor, the restaurant
would need to possess the applicable ABC permit, in their situation, a culinary permit. Travieso stated he had no
idea they needed a permit for that and how the liquor had been there for years. At this time, the CFO for the
company, Steve Eaton, had called Travieso via telephone. I spoke with Eaton about the violations I had already
observed and he also stated he did not know the restaurant need a permit for the spirituous liquor. I reviewed ABC
laws and regulations with Eaton and he stated he would take care of the issues. I then concluded my conversation
with Eaton and S/A Stemple and I continued our inspection.

Travieso, S/A Stemple, and I returned to the office to continue speaking and address the advertisement we had
observed on Facebook. When I asked about the post and the new malt beverage “Passion Play,” Travieso stated it
was a beverage Birdsong Brewing Company made in comparison to some of their dishes at AMELIES FRENCH
BAKERY. I continued and asked whether or not “Passion Play” was ever sold at this location. Travieso stated they
never had that beer at the restaurant; it was only sold at Birdsong Brewing where they made and released it. I
informed Travieso the malt beverage “Passion Play” was not a malt beverage approved by the ABC Commission
and that it was a violation to sell it at AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY. I further explained that an industry member,
such as Birdsong Brewing Company, and retailer, such as AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY, cannot conduct
cooperative advertising with one another like observed on the Facebook post. Travieso acknowledged.

I informed Travieso a violation report would be submitted to the ABC Commission for the following:

¢ Unauthorized possession of spirituous liquor.
e Cooperative advertising prohibited.
e Failing to maintain alcohol invoices filed separately and apart.

I reviewed ABC laws and regulations with Travieso and informed him I would be seizing the spirituous liquor
observed on the premises. At approximately 11:40 a.m., S/A Stemple and I left AMELIES FRENCH BAKERY.
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