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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

On Friday 3 APR 2020, a complainant contacted the SC Public Service Authority Law Enforcement Division to report that 
an unknown individual had communicated a threat to destroy the Pinopolis Dam (in Berkeley County, SC) to a third party.  
Law enforcement agents located the third party witness and obtained a statement wherein he wrote that an unknown 
individual engaged him in conversation while in a convenience store along I-26 in the Summerville area of Berkeley 
County at approximately 0530 hours. The unknown individual said that he planned to “drive my truck over or through the 
goddamned Pinopolis Dam,” and that he “had enough out there in that red truck to do the job.” As the unknown individual 
exited the store, he told the witness, “You’ll hear about it in the Post and Courier [a Charleston-area newspaper] tomorrow 
morning.”   
 
Agents responded to the store, retrieved security video which showed the unknown individual had discarded items into the 
trash receptacle, and then retrieved the abandoned items from the trash. Those items identified the individual as the 
defendant, Timothy NEWMAN (a 55 year-old white male from the Charlotte, NC area).   
 
The LE Division performed a standard threat assessment and background investigation on NEWMAN, and determined 
that he represented a high risk for both attempting to enter SCPSA property and violence.  NEWMAN has a history of 
arrests and other negative interactions with law enforcement and private enterprises.  Agents attempted to locate 
NEWMAN over the weekend, but were unable to do so since he had recently changed telephone numbers and was 
(apparently) living in his vehicle at least some of the time.   
 
On Monday 6 APR 2020, the LE Division received information that NEWMAN had claimed to third parties (including NC 
law enforcement) to be carrying a .38 revolver, and purportedly said that he would “shoot anyone trying  to send him back 
to jail right between the eyes.”   Later on 6 APR at approximately 1930 hours, NEWMAN drove to the security access 
point at the Pinopolis Dam and falsely identified himself as an employee of Duke Energy, claiming to be the “new boss.”  
Security officers (who had been briefed on the threat) did not allow NEWMAN access, prompting him to back out and 
depart as the officers contacted the LE Division.   LE agents coordinated with four local LE agencies and began a search 
operation in three counties using witness interviews and mobile phone tracking in an effort to locate NEWMAN. 
 
On 6 APR 2020 at approximately 2330 hours NEWMAN drove slowly onto the entrance road at the SCPSA’s Winyah 
Steam Generating Station south of Georgetown, SC (approximately 50 miles north of the Pinopolis Dam) with his 
headlights turned off.  Security officers spotted the vehicle as NEWMAN entered a side parking lot.  He began driving 
along the fenceline until security officers illuminated the vehicle with spotlights.  NEWMAN yelled obscenities at the 
officers and sped away. 
 
Georgetown County deputies arrested NEWMAN in his vehicle approximately five miles north of the plant.  They 
transferred custody of NEWMAN at the scene and he was transported back to Berkeley County where he was held in jail 
on a $45,000 bond on one count of Threatening to Use Destructive Device / Bomb.   
 
Berkeley County Sheriff’s Office deputies reported that during the transport NEWMAN alternately berated the deputies, 
threatened their lives, disconnected his seat belt, and feigned choking on the seat belt.  The deputies also reported that 
they believed NEWMAN threatened to “blow up” a second SCPSA facility. 
 
After reviewing the in-car and body-cam video, agents determined that NEWMAN clearly threatened deputies by stating 
that he would kill them and stating that "You're both gonna die before we get to Berkeley County." NEWMAN also 
threatened to "blow the god damn Winyah Station up." The video indicated that the transport vehicle was within 
Georgetown County at the times NEWMAN uttered the threats.  Once NEWMAN made bond in Berkeley County, agents 
and Berkeley County Detention Center personnel transported NEWMAN to the Georgetown County Detention Center on 7 
MAY.  The next morning the judge at his bond hearing on the three offenses which occurred in Georgetown County 
denied his bond based upon his threat level to the community and his flight risk status.  He remains in the Georgetown 
County Detention Center as of the date of this report. 
 
SCPSA’s LE Division is coordinating with multiple LE agencies in two states attendant to potential additional charges 
against NEWMAN stemming from unrelated investigations.  ● 
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                                                                 *** NARRATIVE CONT'D FROM PAGE THREE *** 
 
agents on duty.  After engaging in conversation for approximately two minutes, NEWMAN suddenly disengaged, backed away 
from the closed gate, and drove off of the property.  LE agents arrived in the area within minutes, but were unable to locate 
NEWMAN or his vehicle.  FREDERICK activated all South Region LE agents and requested assistance from the Berkeley County 
Sheriff's Office (BCSO). 
 
Agents Shealy and Grill began notifying other, outlying security stations at all facilities within 100 miles of Jefferies regarding the 
attempted entry (HG, Winyah Generating, Johnsonville Laydown Yard, St. Stephens Powerhouse, and Regional Water) and 
ordered all stations to elevated alert status. 
 
After coordinating BOLO information with BCSO via telephone until approximately 2300 hours, Berkeley County 911 contacted 
FREDERICK to report that NEWMAN had telephoned 911 to request a welfare check on a female Berkeley County resident named 

.  NEWMAN claimed that  had intimated to him earlier in the evening that she was being physically abused by 
her domestic partner, and NEWMAN stated that he would like law enforcement to verify her well-being.  BCSO LT Jason 
POTTEIGER offered to meet FREDERICK to coordinate utilizing the call to track NEWMAN's whereabouts. 
 
FREDERICK, WHETSTONE. SHEALY, and GRILL met with POTTEIGER and BCSO Deputies GRAFF, STROMEYER, JOHNSON, 
THOMPSON, and HOLDER to set up a makeshift command post at Parker's #70, 115 South Highway 52 in Moncks Corner.  From 
this location, FREDERICK and POTTEIGER dispatched agents and deputies in various groups in response to leads as they 
developed regarding NEWMAN's whereabouts.  NEWMAN had utilized a cellphone to contact 911, enabling them to begin to  
"ping" the phone's location utilizing the carrier information available to the 911 system. 
 
POTTEIGER contacted NEWMAN by calling the cell phone with which he contacted 911 in order to request a ruse meeting to 
discuss the requested welfare check.  NEWMAN initially agreed, but would not commit to a meeting site and eventually claimed 
that he was staying at a Myrtle Beach hotel and needed to drive there. 
 
Over the course of the following 90 minutes groups of deputies and agents responded to locator pings in Berkeley, Charleston, 
and Georgetown Counties, but were unable to locate NEWMAN due to the delay inherent to the ping information. 
 
At approximately 0025 hours on 7 APR, the security officer on duty at the Winyah Generating Station south of Georgetown 
radioed the SOC to report that a lone pickup truck  had entered the property from Pennyroyal Road, turned off its headlights, and 
drove to the west side of the parking area toward the fence.  The officer utilized a high-power spotlight to illuminate the truck and 
operator (whom the officer believed to be NEWMAN based upon the physical appearance), who then stopped driving, turned on 
the vehicle's interior light, and raised his middle finger toward the security officer.  The operator then turned the headlights back 
on and drove quickly from the property. 
 
As agents and deputies initiated their response to the Winyah site, a locator ping arrived which showed NEWMAN to be 
driving northbound on Highway 17 toward Georgetown.  FREDERICK immediately contacted the Georgetown County Sheriff's 
Office for assistance; dispatch there patched him through to SGT Melvin GARRETT.  After a brief discussion to explain the felony 
offense and the confirmation of NEWMAN's ID, GARRETT agreed to quickly form a group of GCSO deputies and officers from the 
Georgetown Police Department to search for the truck on Highway 17.  At approximately 0033 hours, GARRETT telephoned 
FREDERICK to say that his detail had the truck in sight.  The GCSO detail stopped the truck, identified NEWMAN, and arrested 
him without further incident. 
 
BCSO volunteered to transport NEWMAN to the Berkeley County Detention Center since none of the SCPSA LE vehicles were 
equipped with transport cages.  GARRETT and FREDERICK coordinated NEWMAN's transfer to the BCSO unit via telephone, and 
GCSO remanded NEWMAN to BCSO deputies STROMEYER and JOHNSON.  The BCSO deputies searched NEWMAN, secured 
him in the caged portion of their vehicle, and began their transport to Moncks Corner.  At various times during most of the 
transport, NEWMAN alternately engaged the deputies in profane tirades or manipulated / removed his seat belt.  At one point 
NEWMAN claimed to possess an edged weapon secreted in his shoes, forcing STROMEYER and JOHNSON to stop the vehicle 
and perform a secondary search (they located no weapon, but reattached NEWMAN's seat belt).  NEWMAN continued to harass 
the deputies, and eventually removed his seat belt again and placed his throat / neck onto the portion suspended from the side 
pillar to feign choking.  Finally, NEWMAN threatened to defecate in the vehicle and did so prior to reaching the jail.  STROMEYER 
and JOHNSON were able to reach the Berkeley County Detention Center where jail staff assisted in booking NEWMAN without 
further incident. 
 
Once NEWMAN was booked, FREDERICK immediately prepared an SCPSA LE Division Arrest Warrant Request Form attendant 
to one count of Threatening to Utilize Destructive Device / Bomb (§16-23-720D) and submitted it to the Berkeley County Summary 
Court via email at approximately 0500 hours on 7 APR.  FREDERICK appeared before Berkeley County Summary Court Judge 
Otis PRIOLEAU at approximately 0800 and signed the warrant, then delivered the warrant to the Berkeley County Detention 
Center for service (Arrest Warrant Request and arrest warrant attached to this report as Appendix G).   
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